
ARE YOU IN? Operation Round Up 
works to help those in need
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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE MEMBER-OWNERS OF TIDELAND ELECTRIC MEMBERSHIP CORPORATION

JULY       2014

Our thanks to True Value of Bath for 
their assistance in the co-op’s annual 
fan distribution program. Owner Nan-
cy Brickhouse helped Tideland obtain 
150 oscillating fans at an incredibly 
good price. The co-op has delivered 
the fans to the following agencies:

Dare County Social Services
Beaufort County Social Services
Pamlico County Seniors Center
Craven County Seniors Center 
Mattamuskeet Seniors Center
Washington County Social Services

Each agency establishes its own 
criteria for fan distribution but most 
target the elderly or disabled. 

In 1990, Tideland EMC introduced 
the Operation Round Up program. 
Participating members voluntarily 
donate money to the program by 
allowing their electric bill to be 
rounded up to the next whole dol-
lar amount. For example, if your 
electric bill is $88.59, the rounded 
up amount would 
be $89.00 and 
the additional 
41¢ would go to 
Operation Round 
Up. The funds, 
which are admin-
istered by the 
Tideland Electric 
Care Trust, are 
used to provide 
energy assistance for members in 
a crisis situation. 

Operation Round Up is more im-
portant today than ever before. In 
recent years, federal energy as-
sistance funds have been slashed 
nearly 30%. Likewise many local 
churches and non-profit agencies 
that previously provided energy 

assistance have had to redirect 
energy funds to food assistance. 
In 2013, Tideland EMC provided 
263 energy assistance grants 
which are capped at $100 each. 
Members receiving assistance 
are required to participate in a 
home audit to learn how to reduce 

future energy use 
and are also re-
quired to give to 
Operation Round 
Up. 

Because Tide-
land EMC has 
the lowest Oper-
ation Round Up 
participation rate 

in the state, donations are not 
keeping pace with need. Please 
consider giving by enrolling online 
via the member portal or by com-
pleting an account update form at 
www.tidelandemc.com. You may 
also check the Operation Round 
Up box on your  electric bill to 
activate contributions. Donations 
are tax deductible.

Special delivery



 

By Paul Spruill
General Manager & CEO

Between January and May 2014, 
Tideland EMC’s wholesale power cost 
adjustment (WPCA) credits to mem-
bers totaled $571,444. Strong electric 
sales in the first quarter combined 
with favorable natural gas pricing 
have made the credits possible. 

The impact of the WPCA credits may 
be a bit difficult for members to fully 
appreciate because electric sales also 
increased 8.3% for the first five months 
of 2014. The increase in kilowatt-hour 
sales has been entirely driven by 
residential accounts. An extremely cold 
winter combined with a spring that felt 
much more like summer have driven up 
household energy consumption year-
to-date. May 2014 electric sales were 
6.5% higher than they were in May 
2013. 

Fortunately, the WPCA credit for May 
2014 was extremely favorable making 
the billed rate per kilowatt hour less 
than it had been in May of the previous 
two years. 

The WPCA credit remained high during 
the month of June keeping rates lower 
than they were in June 2013. 

As we go to press we are still a few 
weeks away from July which is when 
we will implement our new, lower rate 
schedule. (New rate schedules were 
published in last month’s magazine). A 
WPCA credit is likely to continue into 
July but the amount of the credit is likely 
to decline somewhat. 

Hurricane Season 2014

While forecasters predict fewer named 
storms this hurricane season, we know 
from experience that all it takes is one 
Category I storm to do catastrophic 
damage to Tideland territory. We’ve 
learned that the best preparation for a 
hurricane is the last one and since Hur-
ricane Irene the co-op has launched an 
online outage map, a Facebook page 
and a Twitter account, and we also offer 
outage text messaging. 

If you own or plan to purchase a backup 
generator make sure you are well 
versed in safe operating guidelines to 
prevent electrocution or carbon mon-
oxide poisoning. If you plan to connect 
a generator to household wiring you 
must have a double pole, double throw 
isolation switch installed in accordance 
with  National Electric Safety Code 
guidelines. 

Message to our Member-Owners:
Jan-May credits exceed $1/2 million mark

Right-of-Way 
Maintenance 
Update

Tideland has hired 
Lucas Tree Experts to 
trim trees in our right- 
of-way. In July they 
will be working in the 
Grantsboro District:

Arapahoe, Kennels 
Beach, Bennett Road, 
Hwy. 306 South and 
Minnesott Beach.

This includes adjoining 
small roads and lanes 
in the area.

Mowing crews will be 
working in Craven 
County including 
Fairfield Harbour.
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        Sunny Savings Linger
 During the month of June, Tideland EMC issued a wholesale power 
cost adjustment (WPCA) credit of 0.783¢ per kilowatt hour. That means for 
every 1,000 kilowatt hours billed during the month of June 2014 we issued 
a credit of $7.83. Comparing year to year billed rates, that means June 2014 
kilowatt hour rates were less than June 2013 rates. We’re doing our part 
to keep costs down but rates only go so far. Do your part by using energy 
wisely! Learn more at www.togetherwesave.com.



Keeping it cool:

Beat the heat with these no-cook recipes 5
1.

turn up the 
thermostat and 

rely on a fan 
to keep cool. 

there are great 
turbo fans on 

the market that 
cost very little 

to operate.

 

2.
stay hydrated 

with ice 
cold drinks, 

especially water

3.
use a 

clothesline to 
dry clothes or 
use your dryer 

during the 
coolest part of 

the day. make 
sure your lint 
filter and vent 

are clean which 
will reduce 
drying time.

4.
 

keep drapes and 
blinds closed 
during the day 

to block out the 
summer heat

5.
 

use exhaust 
fans to remove 

steam from 
bathrooms and 

kitchens. lower 
indoor humidity 
will reduce the 

need for air 
conditioning.
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Ceviche
Cool and refreshing, the acid in the citrus juice 
effectively cooks the seafood.

1 pound fresh seafood such as scallops, deveined 
shrimp, flounder, haibut or red snapper
8 limes, juiced
2 tomatoes, diced
5 green onions, minced
2 stalks celery, sliced
1/2 green bell pepper, minced
1/2 cup chopped fresh parsley
1 1/2 tbsp olive oil
1/8 cup chopped fresh cilantro

Rinse seafood and if needed cut into bite size 
pieces. Place in bowl and cover with lime juice 
until fully immersed. Chill all day or overnight until 
seafood is opaque (you can no longer see through 
it). Empty 1/2 of the lime juice from the bowl. Add 
remaining ingredients and gently stir before serving. 

Waldorf Salad

2 cups red apples, cored 
and cubed 
1 cup chopped celery 
1/2 cup pecans or walnuts
1/2 cup white raisins
1/2 squeezed lemon, to 
taste
1/3 to 1/2 cup salad dress-
ing or mayonnaise

Combine ingredients. Mix 
well. Chill several hours 
before serving.

 

Gazpacho

2 pounds of tomatoes
1 medium red bell pepper
1/2 medium cucumber, 
peeled
1/2 red onion
1/3 cup extra-virgin olive oil
One 1/2-inch slice white 
bread, cubed
3 tbsp sherry venegar
1 medium jalapeno, seeded
2 cloves garlic
Salt & pepper

Rough chop all vegetables 
and garlic. Put in blender 
with EVOO, bread and 
vinegar.(Work in batches if 
needed). Blend until smooth. 
Add up to 1/2 cup of water if 
necessary. Serve immediately 
or refrigerate a few hours. 
4 servings

Watermelon Sorbet

1 small watermelon
1/2 cup plain yogurt
2 tbsp sugar
1 tbsp lemon juice

Cut the watermelon into 
small chunks, discarding 
the rind. Freeze. When 
frozen, put the watermelon 
in a food processor and add 
the yogurt and lemon juice. 
Process until smooth but 
don’t let it become watery. 
Transfer to a shallow glass 
dish and freeze at least one 
hour before serving.

 

LOW COST 
WAYS TO BEAT 

THE HEAT



REAL PEOPLE.
REAL POWER.
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