
Last month, Tideland issued a legislative call to action asking members 
to return a postage paid business reply card in response to energy 
legislation that failed to address consumer costs. We’re 
pleased to report that in the first week following 
delivery of the magazine the cooperative 
had received more than 400 member 
replies. Our corporate goal is 4,000 member 
responses so if you haven’t done so yet, 
please find last month’s magazine and 
return the postcard as soon as possible. We 
will hand deliver each and every postcard 
to legislators this month during the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s rally in 
Washington, D.C. 

Member responses reflected growing concerns 
over economic conditions and managing household 
budgets. 

If you have returned your postcard but would like 
to do more please call 1-877-40-BALANCE (1-877-
40-225-2623) to be connected with your senator or 
congressman. Or visit www.ourenergy.coop to send a 
personalized email to legislators.

Tell congress what you’re doing 

to keep energy bills affordable

I’m doing the following to strengthen America’s energy future and keep energy costs 

affordable for my family and/or business:

Installing CFLs

Lowering thermostat in winter Adding insulation

Reducing hot water use
Driving less

Buying Energy Star®  products

Using a clothesline
Replacing windows/doors

Sealing air leaks

Other:

Congress must do its 

part to
 fi nd balanced 

energy solutions that 

are realistic
, reliable

and affordable for 

electric cooperative

members.

and ask legislators to do their part

to find balanced energy solutions 

that put consumers first

You must 

act now!

Detach and mail 

return postage paid 

card to participate.

See back cover 

for details.

card to participate.

April 2009

people power: Thank you 
for heeding our call to action  

Clothesline bans 
and homeless 
children

REAL COMMENTs:

Last month’s legislative call 
to action resulted in the return 
of hundreds of postcards 
the first week of April. The 
cards provided an interesting 
glimpse into the lives of or-
dinary families and how they 
are making ends meet during 
the economic downturn. We 
thought we’d share some of 
the remarks with you. 

Quite a few members reported 
living in subdivisions that 
forbid backyard clotheslines 
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Message to our Member-Owners:

Right versus right now

Congress wisely delayed 
the conversion to digital 
television when it was 
apparent that america 
wasn’t ready. The same 
wisdom should prevail 
when it comes to energy 
legislation: Make sure 
america’s ready. 

Unfortunately, the readi-
ness of the American 
people does not appear 
to be a top priority for 
key elected officials. On 
March 31, the U.s. House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee released a 
draft of the American 
Clean Energy and secu-
rity act of 2009 (aCes). 
Turning to page 568 of the 
648 page draft the only 
reference to Consumer 
Assistance consists 
of three words: To Be 
supplied. Tideland EMC 
has always advocated a 
“people first” approach to 
energy legislation and we 
are disappointed that the 
senate’s draft bill treats 
the plight of consumers 
as an afterthought. That’s 

why it is so important for 
each and every Tideland 
member to take a mo-
ment to participate in our 
legislative call to action. 
(see page 17 for details). 

Encourage your family 
and neighbors to partici-
pate as well. grassroots 
political action is our most 
effective tool in this effort. 
It’s how we defeated the 
1995 proposal to auction 
off the nation’s hydroelec-
tric power plants which 
continue to provide low 
cost, renewable energy to 
Tideland members. 

our message is not 
falling on deaf ears 
It is important to note 
that consumer action is 
making inroads. During a 
March 24 press confer-
ence president obama 
stopped short of insist-
ing on a carbon cap and 
trade, a marked change 
from earlier comments. 

representative g.K. 
Butterfield (D-NC), who 

serves on the House 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee, entered into 
the Congressional record 
a pro-consumer letter 
written by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, an advocacy 
group representing 42 mil-
lion electric cooperative 
members.

A recent senate vote gar-
nered broad support from 
both sides of the aisle and 
will now require a 60 vote 
majority to pass carbon 
legislation which greatly 
improves our negotiating 
position. 

On April 6, speaker Nancy 
pelosi conceded it was 
more important to get the 
legislation right than to 
get it done in 2009. the 
speaker said, “I don’t 
think we can take any 
chances. This is going to 
take some very thorough 
scrutiny as to how we go 
forward.” 

We concur.

MEMBER 
messages
CONTINUED fROM  
page 17 

Editor’s Note: Due to the critical importance of pending energy legislation, we will 
resume our board member series of articles in the June issue of Tideland Topics. 
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Tideland EMC board member J. Douglas Brinson was recognized by 
the North Carolina Electric Membership Corporation (NCEMC) for 
his 20 years of service as an electric co-op director. The award was 
presented to Brinson during NCEMC’s annual meeting in Raleigh. 
Brinson, who resides in Arapahoe, currently serves as vice president 
of the Tideland board. 

By Cecil O. Smith, Jr. 
General Manager & CEO

so many use 
indoor lines or 
folding racks to 
dry clothes. 

Several mem-
bers said they 
were returning 
to wood as a 
primary heat
source while 
many more said 
they are heat-
ing fewer and 
fewer square 
feet to cut costs. 
Numerous 
members said 
they were plant-
ing a garden for 
the first time in 
years.

One couple said 
in addition to 
installing CFLs 
and sealing air 
leaks they were 
trying to get 
their 18 and 20 
year old chil-
dren to leave 
home. Good 
luck with that! 

Brinson achieves service milestone



7wise 
energy 

invesTMenTs

1.
energy star®

lighting

41% return on 
investment

2.
Duct sealing

41% return on 
investment

3.
energy star®

Front loading 
washer

37% return on 
investment 

4.
programmable 

Thermostat

30% return on 
investment

5.
water Heater 

Jacket

28% return on 
investment

6.
energy star®

refrigerators, 
Heat pumps and 

Dishwashers

18-27% return 
on investment

7.
air sealing 
& increased 
insulation

8-9% return on 
investment

Energy efficiency has high returns
In today’s troubled eco-
nomic climate, people are 
searching for places to sock 
away money that offer the 
promise of a healthy return. 
While no one can predict 
when, or if, the stock market 
will fully recover, crunching 
a few numbers does show 
one safe investment alterna-
tive: energy efficiency.

Even in good financial 
times the annual Wall Street 
return on stocks averages 
14 percent, followed by 4.2 
percent for 30-year bonds 
and 3.5 percent for money 
market accounts. In com-
parison, incorporating 10 
home-efficiency measures 
carries a 16 percent rate of 
return, according to the U.S. 
Department of Energy Home 
Energy Saver program.

Looking at it another way, 
the energy bill for a typical 
American home averages 
$1,283 per year, while a 
home that has purchased and 
installed Energy Star® prod-
ucts spends just $774. That’s 
a savings of more than $500 
annually, a nice profit for 
smart and efficiency-savvy 
investors to take to the bank. 
Even better, you get to keep 
the money you save on 
your electricity bill; normal 
investment incomes are 
subject to income tax. Many 
energy efficiency improve-
ments can result in federal 
tax credits. 

The first two energy 
efficiency areas to 
invest in—those with 
the highest rates of 
return—are lighting 
and sealing ducts. 

Upgrading to compact fluo-
rescent lightbulbs (CFLs) 
and fixtures in a typical 
home costs about $200, but 
with an annual savings of 
$80 the initial investment 
pays for itself in 2.5 years 
with a 41 percent rate of 
return. 

Proper duct sealing, which 
can cost up to $250, pays 
for itself in 2.6 years and 
matches lighting’s high rate 
of return.

Your next purchase should 
be an Energy Star® front-
loading clothes washer. 
Even though one costs an 
average of $194 more than 
a non-efficient model, you 
reap a 37 percent rate of 
return—allowing you to 
recoup the extra expense in 
less than three years. 

A programmable thermostat 
can also provide another 
boost to your bottom line. 
With a 30 percent return 
it pays for itself through 
energy savings in 
3.7 years. Keep 
in mind that 
programmable 
thermostats must 
be properly set 
and building occu-
pants must resist 
the temptation 
to override the 
preprogrammed 
settings or all of 

your energy savings will  
be lost.

A water heater tank wrap 
with an R-12 insulation 
rating should be your next 
step; the initial cost of 
$14.99 if you buy a kit from 
Tideland EMC saves you 
$23 every year, offering a 
28 percent return on your 
investment. 

An Energy Star® refrigera-
tor, heat pump, and dish-
washer follow with rates 
of return ranging from 18 
percent to 27 percent. 

Finally, adequate air sealing 
and increasing wall and attic 
insulation offer between 
an 8 percent and 9 percent 
return.

To find out how you can 
start investing in your 
home’s efficiency, visit 
Home Energy Saver at  
hes.lbl.gov. 
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maKing the most of your money:



Project
Georthermal heat pump 2

Heat pump water heater 1

Solar water heater 2,5

Biomass stoves 1

Photovoltaic (solar electric) 

systems 2,6

Small wind energy systems 

2,7

Plug-in hybrid electric 

vehicles 

Specifications

All Energy Star models 

qualify. Place in service by 

12/31/2016

Energy factor >=2.0

At least half of the energy 

generated by the solar wa-

ter heater must come from 

the sun. Water must be 

used in dwelling. Does not 

apply to swimming pool or 

hot tub heaters. Must be 

certified by the Solar Rat-

ing Certification Corpora-

tion. Place in service by 

12/31/2016.

Uses any plant-derived 

renewable fuel (wood, 

farm products, etc.) to heat 

home or water. Thermal ef-

ficiency rating >=75%

Must provide electricity for 

the residence and meet fire 

and electrical codes.

Place in service by 

12/31/2016

First 250,000 vehicles sold 

get full federal tax credit of 

$2,500-$7,500

Specifications

Meets International Energy 

Conservation Code (IECC) 

or Energy Star qualified 

product. Storm doors must 

be used in combination 

with a wood door ap-

proved by the IECC. 

Energy Star qualified roof 

expected to last 5 years or 

have a 2-year warranty.

Primary purpose must 

be to insulate; expected 

to last 5 years or have a 

2-year warranty.

Split Systems:

Energy Efficiency Ratio 

(EER)>=13

Seasonal Energy Efficiency 

Ratio (SEER)>=16

Package Systems: 

EER>=12

SEER>=14

Split Systems:

HSPF>=8.5

EER>=12.5

SEER>=15

Package Systems: 

HSPF>=8

EER>=12

SEER>=14

Project 
Exterior windows, storm 

windows, skylights, exte-

rior doors, storm doors 1,3,4

Metal or asphalt roofs 1,3,4

Insulation 1,3,4

Central A/C 1

Air source heat pumps 1
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Incentive codes

1Federal tax credit equal to 30% of cost, up to $1,500 for 

all improvements combined

2Federal tax credit equal to 30% of the cost, not subject 

to $1,500 cap

3Installation costs not included

4Does not apply to new construction

5NC property tax exemption for value above conven-

tional equipment. 

6NC tax credit 35% of cost not to exceed $10,500 (incen-

tive varies by technology)

7NC tax credit 35% of cost not to exceed $10,500

Fi
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Tax Incentives at a Glance

•Must be for taxpayer’s principal residence.

•For tax purposes, the Manufacturer’s Certi-

fication Statement and receipt are generally 

required.  For Energy Star products, save the 

label.

•New home construction cannot claim credits 

for windows, doors, insulation, roofs, HVAC, and 

non-solar water heaters.

•For state tax credits, the allowable credit can-

not exceed 50% of the taxpayer’s tax liability 

for the year reduced by the sum of all other 

credits. Unused portions of the credit may be 

carried over for the next five succeeding years.

To learn more about federal 

tax incentives:

www.energytaxincentives.org

To learn more about state tax 

incentives: www.dsireusa.org 

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE AGENCIES:

Beaufort County:
MARTIN COUNTY COMMUNITY ACTION 

(252) 792-7111
Craven and Pamlico counties:

TWIN RIVERS OPPORTUNITIES 

(252) 637-3599
Dare, Hyde & Washington counties:

ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL, INC. 

(252) 482-4459

Yes, you canStimulate your own  economyGuide to Federal & State 

Energy Effi  ciency Incentives
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0% INTERESTENERGYIMPROVEMENTLOANS
Qualifying projects:

CaulkingWeatherstrippingCentral heat and air
InsulationHeat pumpsStorm windows Storm doorsSolar water heaters

Replacement windowsThermostats and timers
Loans subject to pre-

application energy 
audit, credit check 

and funds availability.  
Must be a member in 

good standing with 
Tideland EMC. 

For more info:Tideland EMCLoan Offi  cerKaren Heffl  ey800.637.1079Extension: 1141

Low Income Solutions
USDA Section 504 

Grants & LoansUp to $20,000 at 1% 
interest for families 

who meet income 
eligibility criteria for weatherization 

and other projects. 
Grants up to $7,500 

for eligible senior 
citizens. To fi nd your 

local offi  ce visit: http://www.rurdev.
usda.gov/nc/do-list.

htm or call Tideland 
EMC

Weatherization 
Assistance ProgramInvesting in a few 

basic measures can 
reduce heating bills by up to 32 

percent, resulting 
in average energy 

savings of $358 per 
year.

As a result of the stimulus package, 
the Department of 

Energy’s Weather-
ization Assistance 

Program is expand-
ing with a goal of 

weatherizing one 
million homes per 

year. The stimulus 
bill extends eligibil-

ity to those with incomes below 200 

percent of the na-
tional poverty level. 

(See chart above).Program participants 
receive a professional 

energy consultation 
with an analysis of 

energy bills, a blower-
door test to locate 

air leaks and advice 
on how to be more 

effi  cient. Workers 
then arrive to make 

energy upgrades like 
insulating walls and 

roofs, sealing air leaks, 
and installing more 

effi  cient heating and 
cooling systems. The 

process to weather-
ize a home through 

the program usually 

TIDELAND EMC800.637.1079

Persons In Family Poverty Income Level x 200 Percent

1

$10,830
$21,600

2

$14,570
$29,140

3

$18,310
$36,620

4

$22,050
$44,100

5

$25,790
$51,580

6

$29,530
$59,060

7

$33,270
$66,540

8

$37,010
$74,020

For families with more than 8 persons,

add $7,480 for each additional person. 

SOURCE: 2009 Poverty Levels for the 48 contiguous states and the District of 

Columbia, US Dept. of Health and Human Services; US Dept. of Energy 

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE INCOME ELIGIBILITY: The 2009 stimulus pack-

age expanded eligibility for this program to households whose income falls 

below 200% of the national poverty level.
takes two days with 

an average cost of 
$2,500. Since some 

homes have diff erent 
needs, the stimulus 

bill allows up to $6,500 to be spent on 
each home.

www.tidelandemc.com

boarD oF DireCTors

ray hamilton, president

J. douglas Brinson, Vice president

Clifton paul, secretary

paul sasnett, treasurer

Rudy Austin, Leon Bryant, 

Jimmy Burbage, Mark Carawan, 

david ipock, garry Jordan,

& Wayne sawyer

general Manager & Ceo

Cecil O. smith, Jr.

eDiTor

Heidi Jernigan smith

24-Hour Customer service

252.943.3046

800.637.1079

Outage Reporting & 

Automated services

252.944.2400

800.882.1001

real people.
real power.

annual MeeTing oF MeMbers: THursDay, May 14 
beauForT CounTy CoMMuniTy College 

RegistRation • 6:30 p.m. meeting • 7:00 p.m.
FirsT 200 regisTereD MeMbers reCeive a 

4-ouTleT power sTrip
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Call 1.800.637.1079

or visit our website:

www.tidelandemc.com

Receive Your 
Free Copy Today


